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Renaissance Art Flowers

The Renaissance attained its most glorious expression in its paintings,
sculpture, and architecture, Wealthy patrons, popes, and princes played
a major role in this artistic flowering. Ordinary people—who were begin-
ning o appreciate human experiences not related to the Church—also
played a role.

Reflecting Humanist Thought Renaissance art reflected the ideas of
humanism. Like artists of the Middle Ages, Renaissance artists por-
trayed religious themes. However, they often set religious figures such as
Jesus and Mary against classical Greek or Roman backgrounds. Painters
also produced portraits of well-known figures of the day, reflecting the
humanist interest in individual achievement. Renaissance artists stud-
ied ancient Greok and Roman works and revived many classical forms

The sculptor Donatello, for example, created a lifesize statue of a sodier
on Rorseback. It was the first. such figure done since ancient times.

Using New Artistic Techniques Roman art had been very realistic,
but in medieval times art became much more stylized. Renaissance
painters returned to the realism of classical times by doveloping now
techniques for representing both humans and landscapes. In particular,
the rules of perspective allowed Renaissance artists to create realistic
art. By making distant objects smaller than those close Lo the viewer, art-
ists could paint scenes that appeared three-dimensional.
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Other techniques ensbled Renaissance artists o give their work
) enersy and realiom. Renaissance paintes used shading to make objects

look round and real, and new il paints to reflect light. Painters and @ ete
sculptors also studied human anatomy and drew from observing 1ive | 3. identify Whichrepublic conrolled
models. As a result, they were able to portray the human body much Crete? Whichkingdom controlled
‘more aceurately than medieval artists had done. Siciy?

Architecture: A “Social Art" Architecture was transformed in | 3 APPIY Information Why were so
Renaissance Italy. Architect Leon Alberti described architecture as a many banking centers located in
“social art,” meant to blend beauty with utility and improvement of soci- aly?

ety. Architects rejected the Gothic style of the late Middle Ages as disor-
derly. Instead, they adapted the columns, arches, and domes that had
been favored by the Grecks and Romans. For the cathedral in Florence,
Filippo Brunelleschi (broo nay LAYS kee) created a majestic dome, which
he modeled on the dome of the Pantheon in Rome. Like other Renais-
sance artists, Brunelleschi was mulitalented. He studied art and sculp-
ture with Donatello and was an accomplished engincer, inventing many
of the machines used to construct his dome,
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1519) had an endless curiosity that fed a genivs for invention. He made
sketches of nature and of models in his studio, and dissected corpses to
learn hosw bones and muscles work. As a result, Leonardu’s paintings
grip people with their realism. The Mona Lisa is a portrait of a woman
whose mysterious smile has baffled viewers for centuries. The Last
‘Supper, showing Jesus and his apostles on the ight before the cruci-
fixion, is both a moving religious painting and a masterpiece of per-
spective, Because Leonardo experimented with a new type of paint,
much of The Last Supper decayed over the years. However, it has
recntly been restored.

Leonardo thought of himself as an artist. Yot his talents and
accomplishments ranged over many areas, including botany,
anatomy, optics, music, architecture, and engineering. He made
sketches for flying machines and undersea boats centuries
befure the first airplane or submaring was actually built
Though most of his paintings are lost today, his many note-
books survive as a testament to his genius and creativity.

@) Leonardo da Vinci Artist Leonardo da Vinei (duh VIN chee) (1452

Michelangelo Artist Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475
1564),like Leonardo, had many talents—he was a sculp-
or, engineer, painter,architect, and poet. Michelangelo
has been called a “melancholy genius’ because his
work reflects his many life-long spiritual and
artistie struggles. In his twenties, he created
marble masterpieces such as David and the

INFOGRAPHIC

The Biseovery of Perspective

Betore the 1005, anists i not know how o create perspective o the techigue
of showing distant objects on fat sufacesthe way the ey actualy ses them. The
discovey o perspective revoutionized at. Using simple geometry,Renaissance
artistscould for the firsttime reproduce wha ther eyes actualy sav.

Brunellesch s redited with invent:
ing perspective His many stucies (f)
elped him cesign Foence's Duomo,
completed in 1436, At 185 fee (56 m)
High it s the argest domed
structure bl sinc AD.125.

At Leon Albert refined Bruneleshis idess,
He wrote baoks explinin the rues of perspective,
and developed the “pespective net” (ighl.

To show perspectiv,the artistlooks over an
eyepiece and through the et at a model (ar rihl.
Then he reprocces theoutines of the mocelon
paper with rids coresponding o those on the net.
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Raphael A few years younger than Michelangelo, Raphacl (rah fah BL)
(1483-1520) was widely admired both for his artistic talent. and “his sweet
‘and gracious nature Raphael studied the works of the great masters but
developed his own stylo of painting that blended Christian and classical
styles. He is probably best known for his tonder portrayals of the
Madonna, the mother of Jesus. In The School of Athens, Raphael pictured
an imaginary gathering of great thinkers and scientists, including Plato,
Aristotle, Socrates, and the Arab philosopher Averroés. With typical
Renaissance selfconfidence, Raphael included the faces of Michelan-
gelo, Leonardo—and himself

& Checkpoint How were Renaissance ideals reflected in
the arts?

Leonardo eagery explored perpective
in bis mural The Last Supper. He uses
converging ines, ke those shown
below, 0 create  vishing point. This
vanishing point draws the vewer’s eye
tothe space above Jesus,and ives
the painting the llusion of

space and depth,

racti
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e ot nan 1312

Thinking Critically

1. Apply Information Why was the
invention o erspecive necessary for
atsts to achieve reaism in paining?

2. Analyze Visuals What other
techniquesbing the eye o the
centrl figure of besus i The Last
Supper?
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)) Writing for a New Society

talian writers reflected the trademark Renaissance curisity and inter.
estin the humanities. Humanists and histarians wrote works o philoso-
phy and scholarship. Other writers developed & literature of guidebooks
o help ambitious men and women who wanted to achieve success in the
Renaissance world

Castiglione’s Ideal Courtier The most widely read of
I the mid-15005, these handbooks was The Book of the Courtier. Its author,
GiorgioVasariwrotea | Baldassare Castiglione (kahs teel YOH nay), describes the
biogaphy of Leonardo | manners, skils lcarning, and virtues that  member of the
davin whosesell- | court should have. Castiglione’s ideal courtir was a well
porits shown hre Why i Leonrda d Vi educated, wellmanmered aristocrat who mastered many
cescred ooy 3 n deal “Reisanceman'1 Se1ds,fora oty to aatic to spote
Castiglione’s deal differd for men and women, The idesl
man, he wrat, is athletic bt not overactie. He s good at
ames, but not  gamblr. He plays o musial instrament
and knows literature and history but is not arrogan. The
ideal woman offers a balance to men. She is gracoful and
kind, lively but reserved. She is beautiful, “for outer beauty,”
wrote Castiglone, s the truo sign ofinner goodnoss.”

Fniiveenes
§8sometines,insupematua fshion, besuy gac,
and aent re uniedbeyond messre inonesinge
person....This wasseen b llmankin nLeonardo
G5 Vini .50 gestwas i g, and such s
qrowth,tht o whatever difclies he umed i
min,he soved them vith e, hm s great
bodily strength ... with a spirit and courage ever Machiavelli's Successful Prince Niccolo Machiavelli
rojland mgnaimous an the fameof s name o |  (mabl oo uh VEL. o0) ot a guide for rulers o how to gain
inreased,thatno nlyn s feime washe eldin |  and maintain power. Unlike ancient writers such as Flato,
csteem, bt i reputation bcame even greater Machiavelli did not discuss leadership in terms of
among posterty fe s death?) g o high deals. nstead, his book The Prince looked at rel rul-
ors i an ago of ruthless power poltis. Machiaveli stressed
that the end justfies the means. He urged ralers to use
whatover methods were necessary to achiove thei goals.
Machiavelli saw himself as an enemy of opprossion and corruption,
but critcs attacked his cynical advice. In fact, the term “Machiavellian®
came to refer to the use of decet n poltice) Later studenis of govern
ment, however, argued that Machiaveli provided  ealiti look at pol.
tics. His work continues to spark debate because it raises mportant
ethical questions sbout the natare of government and the use of pawer

@ Checkpoint How did Renaissance writings express realism?




