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The Origins of Judaism
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RELIGIOUS AND ETHICAL From this tradition, Judaism, the - Palestine - covenant
religion of the Jews, evolved. - Canaan - Moses
Judaismis one of the world's - Torah - tsrael
‘major religions. - Abraham - Judah

‘unique in the ancient world. monotheism - tribute
SETTING THE STAGE The Phoenicians lived in a region at the castern end of

the Mediterranean Sea that was later called Palestine. The Phoenicians were not

the only ancient people to live in Palestine. The Romans had given the area that

name after the Philistines, another people who lived in the region. Canaan
(KAYenuhn) was the ancient home of the Hebrews, later called the Jews, in this

area. Their history, legends, and moral laws are a major influence on Western
culture, and they began a tradition also shared by Christianity and Islam.

The Search for a Promised Land TAKING NOTES
Ancient Palestne’slocation made it a cultual crossroads of the ancient world. BY | (orenlesicalorder

land, it connected Asia and Africa and two great empires, both cager to expand. | Use  fime inefoshow
To the east lay Assyria and Babylonia and to the west Egypt. Palestine’s seaports |~ major Hebrewleaders
opened onto the two most important waterways of that time: the Mediterrancan  and one fad about each.
and the Red seas. The Hebrews settled in Canaan, which lay between the Jordan
River and the Mediterrancan Sea. In fact, Hebrews often used the word Canaan | 290082
to refer to all of ancient Palestine. According to the Bible, Canaan was the land m‘—‘
God had promised to the Hebrew people. Father of
From Ur to Egypt Most of what we know about the early history of the Hebrews |~ Jewish people.
is contained in the first five books of the Hebrew Bible. Jews call these books
the Torah (TAWR-uh) and consider them the most sacred writings in their tradi-
tion. Christians respect them as part of the Old Testament.

In the Torah, God chose Abraham (AY*bruhHAM) to be the “father” of the
Hebrew people. God's words to Abraham expressed a promise of land and a pledge:

PRIMARY SOURCE
Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house to the land that | will
show you. | will make of you a great nation, and 1 will bless you, and make your
name great.

Genesis 12:12

Abraham was a shepherd who lived in the city of Ur, in Mesopotamia. The
Book of Genesis tells that God commanded him to move his people to Canaan.

Around 1800 B.C., Abraham, his family, and their herds made their way to
Canaan. Then, around 1650 B.., the descendants of Abraham moved to Egypt.

People and Ideas on the Move TT
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The God of Abraham The Bible tells how Abraham and his
family roamed for many years from Mesopotamia to Canaan to
Egypt and back to Canaan. Al the while, their God, whose name
‘was Yahweh, watched over them. Gods worshiped by other peo-
ple were often local, and were associated with a specific place.

Unlike the other groups around them, who were polytheists,
the Hebrews were monotheists. They prayed to only one God.
Monotheism (MAHNeuhstheesiiizeuhm), a belief in a single
‘20d. comes from the Greek words mono, meaning “one;” and the-
ism, meaning “god-worship.” The Hebrews proclaimed Yahweh
asthe one and only God. In their eyes, Yahweh had power over all
peoples, everywhere. To the Hebrews, God was not a physical
being, and no physical images were to be made of him.

‘The Hebrews asked Yahweh for protection from their enemies,
just as other people prayed to their gods to defend them.
According to the Bible, Yahweh looked after the Hebrews not so
much because of ritual ceremonies and sacrifices but because
Abraham had promised to obey him. In return, Yahweh had
promised to protect Abraham and his descendants. This mutual
promise between God and the founder of the Hebrew people is
called a covenant (KUHV-uhenuhnt).

& This statue of
ey Moses and the Exodus
Michelangelo. The Bible says the Hebrews migrated to Egypt because of a drought and threat of
a famine. A first, the Hebrews were given places of honor in the Egyptian king-
dom. Later, however, they were forced into slavery.
“Let My People Go” The Hebrews fled Egypt—perhaps between 1300 and 1200
n.C. Jews call this cvent “the Exodus.” and they remember it cvery year during the
. ~
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The Ten Commandments

The Ten Commandments are the ten orders or laws given
by God to Moses on Mount Sinai. These orders serve as the
basis for Jewish laws.

PRIMARY SOURCE

1.1 am the Lord thy God. ... Thou shalt have no
other gods before me.

2. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image. ...

3. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God
invain....

4. Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.
5. Honor thy father and thy mother. ...
6.Thou shalt not kil

7. Thou shalt not commit adultery.

8. Thou shalt not steal.

9. Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy

neighbor.
10. Thou shalt not covet ... anything that is thy.
neighbors.
Desteronomy 5622
DOCUMENT-BASED QUESTIONS
1. Comparing Do the first four commandments concern themselves A Tradition dictates that the Torah
‘more with the Hebrews’ elationship with God or with ane another? be written on  scroll and kept at
2. Contrasting Wh do the last six commandiments have in common the synagogue in an omamental
that distinguishes them from the fist four? chest called an ark.

festival of Passover. The Torah says that the man who led the Hebrews out of slav-
ery was named Moses. It is told that at the time of Moses® birth, the Egyptian
pharaoh felt threatened by the number of Hebrews in Egypt. He thus ordered all
Hebrew male babies to be killed. Moses® mother hid her baby in the reeds along
the banks of the Nile. There, an Egyptian princess found and adopted him. Though
raised in luxury, he did not forget his Hebrew birth. When God commanded him to
lead the Jews out of Egypt, he obeyed.
A New Covenant While the Hebrews were traveling across the Sinai (SY+ny)
Peninsula, Moses climbed to the top of Mount Sinai to pray. The Bible says he
spoke with God. When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, he brought down two
stone tablets on which Yahweh had written the Ten Commandments.

‘These commandments and the other teachings that Moses delivered to his people
mmgERY]  became the basis for the civil and religious laws of Judaism. The Hebrews believed
Contrasting that these laws formed a new covenant between God and the Hebrew people. God
@rowdidte  promised to protect the Hebrews. They promised to keep Gods commandments. &

o o e o The Land and People of the Bible The Torah reports that the Hebrews wandered
maryof terei. | for 40 years in the Sinai Desert. Later books of the Bible tell about the history of
gons of their the Hebrews after their wanderings. After the death of Moses, they retumed to
neighbors? Canaan, where Abraham had lived. The Hebrews made a change from a nomadic,

tribal society to settled herders, farmers, and city dwellers. They learned new tech-
nologies from neighboring peoples in ancient Palestine.
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When the Hebrews arrived in Canaan, they were loosely organized into twelve
tribes. These tribes lived in separate territories and were self-governing. In times of
emergency, the Bible reports that God would raise up judges. They would unite the
tribes and provide judicial and military leadership during a crisis. In the course of
time, God chose a series of judges, one of the most prominent of whom was a
‘woman, Deborah.
Hebrew Law Deborah’s leadership was unusual for a Hebrew woman. The roles
of men and women were quite separate in Hebrew society. Women could not offi-
ciate at religious ceremonies. In general, a Hebrew woman’s most important duty
‘was to raise her children and provide moral leadership for them.
‘The Ten Commandments were part of a code of laws delivered to Moses. The code
included other rules regulating social and religious behavior. In some ways, this code
resembled Hammurabi's Code with its attitude of “an eye for an eye and a tooth for
atooth.” However, its strict justice was softened by expressions of Gods mercy. The
code was later interpreted by religious teachers called prophets. These interpretations
tended to emphasize greater equality before the law than did other codes of the time.
‘The prophets constantly urged the Hebrews to stay true to their covenant with God.
‘The prophets taught that the Hebrews had a duty to worship God and live justly
‘with one another. The goal was a moral life lived in accordance with God's laws.
In the words ofthe prophet Micah, “He has told you, O mortal what is good: and - pupppeppy
‘what does the Lord require of you but t0 do justice, and o love Kindness, and to (LR
‘walk humbly with your God?” This emphasis on right conduct and the worship of gy
one God is called ethical monotheism—a Hebrew idea that has influenced human tibrew law require
behavior for thousands of years through Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. & ofbelvers?

Analyzing Key Concepts

Judaism The Sacred Witings of Judaism
Judaism is the religion Sacred Writings
of the Jewish people. Hebrew Bible

In Judaism, one of the « fist five books of the Bible.
most important ways for « recounts origins of humanity and Judaism

a person to please God  contans basiclaws of Judaism
is to study the scriptures, Prophets
or sacred writings, and to live » stories about and writings by Jewish
according to what they teach. teachers
Many Jews keep a scroll of an g o Fomer Frophets nd laer
important scripture passage in a  recounts Jewish istory and callsfor
mezuzah (a holder attached to a repentance and obedience
doorpost) ike the one shown here. Witings
2 collection ofvaious other wiings
includes poety,histoy and storie, and
SKILLBUILDER: Interpreting Charts phicsophicalwritings caled wisdom
1. Contrasting What is contained in the Hebrew literature.
Bile that i ot inthe Talmud? Wht i n the
Talmud that is not in the Hebrew Bible? Talmud e .
2. ypothesiing whot ind of posry would you  writen versions of Jewish oral law
expecttofnd inthe Hebrew Bible? Expain whot Gemaa i
you thin the subjecsor themes ofthe poems  explanations and intepretatons of the
mightbe Mishnah





