Early Modern Europe Research Project:  700-900 words
You will write a thesis driven research paper.  A thesis-driven paper makes an arguable claim and defends it.  Do not confuse a research paper with a report:  you need to offer a thesis about your topic and then present evidence and analysis that provides support and explanation.

Directions: 

You will have library and computer lab time to research and develop your ideas and write your paper.  You must use (i.e.: cite) at least four sources in your research – one of which must be a print source, one of which must be a primary source (your print source CAN also be your primary source). These sources will be part of your research paper and must be formatted using MLA 8th Edition on a works cited page. 

Process: 

1. Research and select a topic:  using the research questions below (or one you discuss with Steen) get an idea of your direction and begin to find evidence to help you answer the research question (this will become your thesis along the way…).
Due date: _________________

2. Create a research proposal/outline, develop a “working” thesis (it SHOULD change over time), and paper outline. Your outline should include the facts that will support your thesis and the analysis that is necessary to connect your facts to your thesis. You should make sure to address an issue with enough research for at least a one page single spaced outline that will become a 700-900 word essay.  

Due date: _________________

3. Create a works cited page following proper MLA 8th Ed. formatting. Your works cited needs a minimum of four sources – all from library sources (reference books, books, databases…), one must be a print source, one must be a primary source (a print source can also be primary!) Works cited page will be due on the following date.
Due date: _________________
4. Rough Draft. This serves as a complete but editable version of your final paper. This must be a minimum of 700-900 words, which will be peer edited in class and receive feedback from Steen.

Due Date: _________________

5. Write a 700-900 word, 12 point Times New Roman font, 1” margins, MLA 8th Ed. formatted, research paper addressing the research question you created.  

Due date: _________________  

Suggested Research Questions
If you have an idea for a paper not listed in the questions below you must conference with Mr. Steen for approval.
· To what extent did the Catholic Church’s (doctrine/hierarchy/corruption/other) impact a specific portion of society (the wealthy/poor/those in power/other)?
· What impact did Patronage have on the power structure of:  the Church/specific families/city-states?
· How was Divine Right used as a tool of English/French/Spanish/Other kings?
· What (economic/military/political/other) impact did Absolutism create in:  Spain/Prussia/Russia/England/France?
· What was the impact of the (Protestant/Catholic) Reformation on the (political/social/economic) structure of Europe?
· What impact did the (Copernicus/Brahe/Kepler/Galileo/Newton/other) have on (the Church/monarchies/education/classes of society/other)?
· How did (Hobbes/Locke/Rousseau/Wollstonecraft/other) influence the (Enlightenment/

French Revolution/The Reign of Terror/Napoleon/other)
· How did the shift in Nationalism/Industrialism impact a specific colony in (Latin America/Aftica/Asia)?
